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groups. As required by the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for FY 1998 (Public
Law 105–174), the Department of State sub-
mitted a report to the Congress on plans to
establish a program to support the democratic
opposition. My Administration, as required by
that statute, has also begun to implement a pro-
gram to compile information regarding allega-
tions of genocide, crimes against humanity, and
war crimes by Iraq’s current leaders as a step
towards bringing to justice those directly respon-
sible for such acts.

The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 provides ad-
ditional, discretionary authorities under which
my Administration can act to further the objec-
tives I outlined above. There are, of course,
other important elements of U.S. policy. These
include the maintenance of U.N. Security Coun-
cil support efforts to eliminate Iraq’s prohibited
weapons and missile programs and economic

sanctions that continue to deny the regime the
means to reconstitute those threats to inter-
national peace and security. United States sup-
port for the Iraqi opposition will be carried out
consistent with those policy objectives as well.
Similarly, U.S. support must be attuned to what
the opposition can effectively make use of as
it develops over time. With those observations,
I sign H.R. 4655 into law.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4655, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–338. H.R. 4328, the
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–277.

Statement on Signing the Women’s Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1722,
the ‘‘Women’s Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998,’’ which will significantly
advance women’s health by strengthening na-
tional efforts to improve research and screening
on diseases with particular impact on women,
including osteoporosis, breast and ovarian can-
cer, and cardiovascular diseases.

This bill will authorize several women’s health
and research screening activities at the National
Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease
Control for the next 5 years. It will expand
coordinated Federal research into heart disease,
strokes, and other cardiovascular diseases among
women. In addition, life-saving screening for
breast and cervical cancer will continue to be

made available to thousands of low-income
women.

I commend the sponsors of this bipartisan
legislation, including Senator Bill Frist and co-
sponsors Senators Barbara Boxer, Barbara Mi-
kulski, and Patty Murray, for their contributions
that will help protect women from these deadly
diseases and advance our scientific knowledge.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1722, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–340.

Statement on Signing the Women’s Progress Commemoration Act
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 2285,
the ‘‘Women’s Progress Commemoration Act.’’

This legislation establishes a 15-member Com-
mission, appointed by the President and the
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